
The Selfish Giant 

• The wall around the Giant’s garden symbolizes the 
emotional barriers in his mind. By keeping the children 
out, he isolates himself not just physically but mentally, 
suppressing joy, empathy, and connection. This reflects 
his ego protecting the selfish desires of the id, while 
silencing the moral voice of the superego. The endless 
winter mirrors his emotional coldness. When he breaks 
the wall, it marks a psychological shift—his ego finally 
allows the superego’s values to emerge. Love returns, 
warmth follows, and he reconnects with others. 
Removing the wall frees him from inner conflict, leading 
to emotional healing and spiritual transformation. 

 

• The little boy in The Selfish Giant may be seen as a 
subconscious projection of the Giant’s lost innocence 
and a Christ-like figure. When the Giant drove the 
children away, his id—selfish, pleasure-seeking, and 
possessive—overpowered his moral awareness. His ego, 
caught in the middle, maintained control by building 
walls, both literal and emotional. The boy’s return, with 
wounds resembling those of the crucified Jesus, 
activates the Giant’s superego, which represents guilt, 
conscience, and the desire for redemption. The boy 
symbolizes not only Christ’s forgiveness but also the 
Giant’s inner child—his repressed goodness. Through 
this symbolic encounter, the Giant confronts his 
wrongdoing, reconnects with the children, and allows 
love to flourish. In accepting the boy, he transcends his 
ego and id, achieving emotional healing, moral clarity, 
and spiritual peace. 


